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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 4 November on the following motion moved by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) — 

That pursuant to standing order 69(1), the Legislative Council take note of tabled papers 4389A–D 
(budget papers 2020–21) laid upon the table of the house on Thursday, 8 October 2020. 

HON JIM CHOWN (Agricultural) [11.56 am]: It is a pleasure to get up to give probably my last response to the 
budget speech in this place. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Thank you for the sentiments. Governments come to power after an election on the basis of 
a number of commitments they give to the public at large. The public at large either believe those commitments and 
votes for them or they do not. Of course, governments give a number of commitments—obviously rafts of them at 
times. All political parties do it. I remember a doorstop press interview a number of years ago given by Prime Minister 
John Howard at which he was challenged about why he had not fulfilled his election commitments. He said, “Hang on. 
We all give commitments and we have fulfilled our core commitments”. Let me deal with some of the core commitments 
that the current government went to the last election with, with which it won handsomely. The Labor Party will be 
judged on those core commitments in the coming state election in March. At this stage, I find it extremely difficult 
to see what it has achieved of those core commitments. In fact, right now, this government looks like a one-trick 
pony and that trick has just about been accomplished. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Do you reckon? 
Hon JIM CHOWN: Yes, really. Let us look at Metronet. Has a single line of track been laid? Do not refer to the 
Forrestfield–Airport Link because, in reality, it was a Liberal initiative that has now been branded part of Metronet. 
The government could still not get that done. One of the Labor Party’s core commitments was to finish it by 2021 
and it now looks as though it will take until at least 2023, with an enormous cost. As Hon Dr Steve Thomas keeps 
bringing up in this place, the cost to deal with a couple of hundred thousand tonnes of PFAS-contaminated soil is 
going to blow out by $400 million to $500 million. There are no answers. At this stage, as identified by the shadow 
Treasurer, Metronet has blown out by some $880 million—just short of $1 billion. We do not know the specific 
costs of the specific rail lines. They are not stated in the budget. I am talking about a $2.5 billion to $3 billion piece 
of infrastructure that has not been accomplished or even started by this government. By March next year, I am sure 
they will stop saying, “Look at Metronet; look what we are doing” but nothing has been done. Any government 
lacks responsibility by not stating the cost to the public of a core project. When it got into power, it defrayed those 
costs—hid them—from the public arena, which is not something expected from a responsible government of any 
kind, even a Labor government. 
Let me look at gold-plated transparency, which has regularly been brought up in this house over the last number of years. 
Yesterday, something took place that has not been attempted in this chamber for 21 years: Hon Peter Collier successfully 
moved a motion ordering the government to table papers of public interest on a matter of great importance. Members 
from seven different parties in this place voted for that order to take place. We look forward with interest to what will 
happen next Thursday. Gold-plated transparency or any transparency from this government is non-existent. In my 
opinion this government is made up of a secret kabbalah of people who are bent on serving themselves and not the 
public. That is what they voted for. 
I will provide another example that happened some time ago. In The Weekend West of 2 May 2020, under the heading 
“Premier’s ex–top dog keeps pay”, it states — 

Mark McGowan’s former right-hand man has kept his $440,000 salary after agreeing to “step aside” as 
WA’s most senior public servant. 

Apparently he has been moved. It continues — 
A State Government spokesman said Mr Foster returned to work on April 14 in a new role as “special adviser 
on economic recovery” in the Department of Treasury. 

But he retains his $440 000 a year salary. No detailed explanation was given for why he was moved, but it was 
described as being done by agreement and was effective immediately. I understand that Mr Foster turned up to work 
and was told to go back to the car park. If a senior hand-picked public servant—the Premier’s pick—who is one of 
the highest paid in this state, is sacked, surely the Premier of the day should at least give a public explanation of why 
he was moved from his position to become a Treasury adviser on economic recovery and retain his $440 000 salary. 
Was that hush money? I do not know. We will probably never know, but I can tell members that if it had happened 
during the Barnett government, an explanation would have been given. Members opposite may giggle and cackle but 
that is the reality. Gold-plated transparency is non-existent in this government. I will talk about that later as well. 
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One of the other core commitments given by members of this government when they were in opposition was to retire 
state debt. In fact, after a few statements they said, “We’ll pay down state debt like a house mortgage. It’ll take 
some time, but we will pay it down.” That was their commitment. If members look at the budget papers, they will see 
that state debt has been pushed back to the out years every time. In fact, there is a pittance of a couple of hundred 
million dollars as a payment to state debt. Meanwhile, state debt has increased under this government to some 
$42 billion, almost $10 billion more than the debt at the time they achieved government. I am sure that everybody 
here remembers the mantra from the McGowan government in opposition: “We will pay down state debt like we 
pay a mortgage.” What has this government achieved, seriously? Is there a single piece of infrastructure that this 
government has achieved in the last three and a half years? I cannot recall anything, quite frankly. 
This government has lived off the back of the previous Liberal government by going around and opening great 
infrastructure that was accomplished during the last eight and a half years of the previous government. Let us talk 
about the Perth Stadium. If members read the Hansard of this Premier when he was the Leader of the Opposition, 
they will see that he condemned that project continuously, but he was more than happy to open the stadium and take 
credit, in part, for the events at that magnificent building, one of the best stadiums in the world. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Dr Steve Thomas): Order, members! 
Hon JIM CHOWN: Then, of course, we have the — 
Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Jim Chown has the call. There is far too much background noise in the 
chamber. Hon Jim Chown has the call. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Thank you. Then, of course, we have the magnificent Perth Children’s Hospital, which had its 
problems; there is no doubt about that at all. But that children’s hospital was built by the previous government. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon JIM CHOWN: That children’s hospital was an initiative of the previous government — 

Hon Pierre Yang interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, Hon Pierre Yang! This is descending into high farce. Hon Jim Chown will 
from here be heard in silence from both sides of the chamber. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Thank you. The high farce is not coming from me, I might add. Members of the government 
obviously do not like the facts. The children’s hospital is a magnificent hospital. It is probably saving the lives of 
young children today. It was an initiative of the previous Liberal government. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! There will not be debates across the chamber. Hon Jim Chown will be heard 
in silence. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: I am a little surprised at the response from Labor about that hospital at this stage. I am a little 
astounded at their arrogance and that they believe they accomplished the building of that hospital. Quite frankly — 

Hon Pierre Yang interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon JIM CHOWN: As an accomplishment, all Western Australians, especially those members of the now opposition 
and the Nationals WA, should be extremely proud to have that hospital operating today. The NorthLink WA project 
is magnificent. It was an initiative of the previous government that was opened by this government. It messed up 
the last number of kilometres, and, as Hon Simon O’Brien discovered yesterday, by not putting the correct tarmac on 
the road, it is still causing mayhem for motorists. Over 150 people have put in a claim for damage due to cost cutting. It 
is bizarre. I could go on about the Perth underground bus station and Elizabeth Quay—all projects that Labor members, 
when in opposition, opposed vehemently. I can remember in this house when they called Elizabeth Quay — 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon JIM CHOWN: It was disparaged to the point of being called “Betty’s jetty”. What a success that is today. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! 
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Hon JIM CHOWN: Thank you. I am losing my voice. I need some water. 

Hon Peter Collier: You’re magnificent, mate. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: Thanks, mate. I am sorry if my voice is getting a bit croaky. Let us look at the core commitments 
that government members made to public sector workers prior to the last election. The Premier in opposition said, 
“We’re going to reduce public sector employee numbers by 3 000. In fact, we’re going to put in a redundancy 
program to do so.” What this government did was freeze their pay and give them a maximum of $1 000, and it has 
done that again. However, the budget shows an increase in the number of public sector workers, to the point that we 
now have 8 500 more FTEs. Their salaries make up 43 per cent of the state’s total expenses. Of course, we have these 
super departments that were meant to create some efficiencies. That has not happened. How could they be efficient 
when 8 500 extra people have been employed to help this government do nothing, because it has not achieved 
anything? It is bizarre. 

Another core commitment made by the now Premier in opposition, which I thought at the time was quite magnificent 
and a great initiative, was to develop medihotels. Let me read some of the “Putting Patients First” blurb, which was 
distributed far and wide and picked up by the press — 

A McGowan Labor Government will develop Western Australia’s first Medihotels. 

It is all written in this document. It goes on to state — 

The Medihotel is a specialist hotel designed to support patients discharged from hospital but who are still 
recovering. Our new Medihotel will provide patients with a comfortable, innovative and family friendly 
environment in which to receive ongoing care. 

The document states that the McGowan Labor government will develop WA’s first medihotel to deliver a better 
experience for recuperating patients and to free up hospital beds so more patients can be treated. Where are they? 
All the government has done is buy a block of land near Fiona Stanley Hospital! That is probably the only thing 
the government has accomplished. This is a very important point, members. 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: Is the honourable member saying this is a load of rubbish? 
Hon Darren West: I’m saying it’s true. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable member, I suggest that you do not incite interjections because 
it will reduce the time you have to be able to present to the house. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: The document goes on to state — 

Medihotels freeing up beds 
If regional patients are transferred to a Medihotel for their last 2 days of their hospital stay: 
• 54 tertiary beds would be freed up every day in 2017–18. — 

This was meant to happen two years ago — 
• 5,262 more patients could be treated in our hospitals each year. 

That is fantastic, but what is happening? Let me tell members what is happening. We have the worst ramping at 
our hospitals that this state has ever seen. In October, there was 3 285 hours of ambulance ramping. The medihotels 
would have helped, if the government had actually done something. But it has not happened and it will never happen. 
I am sure the Labor Party will take something a bit similar to the election, “We’ve got the block of land.” 
The crisis in the health system in this state is palpable. We have had hospital ramping for month after month, when there 
has not been a flu or coronavirus crisis. Every person in this state must wonder what would have happened if we had 
had one or the other crisis. We get comments from the Premier like, “That’s because they are cleaning their ambulances.” 
Members, ambulance crews clean their ambulances after every patient. Sometimes ambulances have to be scrubbed 
from top to bottom, especially after motor vehicle accidents. That is not normal, but cleaning an ambulance is part of 
their job. The next feeble “dog ate my homework” excuse from the Premier was, “The emergency departments have 
a protocol to check whether patients have coronavirus.” Seriously? EDs have very strict protocols on how they deal 
with patients, and they should have the staff and the ability to do it. The real reason that over-the-top hospital ramping 
is taking place is that we have the worst over census statistics this state has ever seen. Over census means that patients 
are lying in beds in the corridors of the major hospitals in the metro area, because the wards are full. 
I ask once again: what is this government doing about this particular matter when we are in a coronavirus health 
crisis? The virus has affected all of the world and it will come to this state. There are no ifs, buts or maybes about 
it. The government has had six and a half to seven months to get things right, but it has done nothing, as per usual, 
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except make a noise and “play to the public” with banal statements. The time is fast coming, members, when the 
government will have to put in place a plan. The border will come down to some degree in a couple of weeks. The 
Australian Medical Association said today that we do not have enough PPE. Seriously? How on earth, in seven months 
of a state lockdown, has the government and the Department of Health not accessed enough basic material such 
as personal protection equipment? It is beyond me. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: If the minister wants to hop up and say that the government has more than enough, she should 
do so. But it has not. I assume that the AMA is on the money. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Why? It’s been completely inaccurate in everything else. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: The minister is a member of cabinet, she should get up and say so. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Robin Chapple): Order! The member on his feet has the call and we would 
like to listen to him in silence, thank you. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: For seven months, in a world health crisis, the government has sat on its hands on the future health 
of this state. Yes, our borders have been closed and, yes, public transmission is non-existent at the moment. Talk about 
living an imaginary existence, because this virus, quite frankly, members, will be here forever. I would expect — 
Hon Pierre Yang: How do you know? 
Hon JIM CHOWN: I will get to that. 
Hon Pierre Yang: Are you a scientist? 
Hon JIM CHOWN: I will start quoting some experts in a minute, and the member is not one of them. 
At this stage, from the experience of people in the medical system, it sounds as though we are not prepared. The 
government is advertising for contact tracers. Why are these people not in place already? Why are training programs 
for these people not in place already? Why does the government not have protocols in place so that when the bomb 
goes off, and it will, it has the ability to act quickly? Anybody in business knows that you have to have a plan. At 
this stage, there is no plan from this government; there is not even a plan B, minister. I know the minister likes her 
plan Bs. There is not even a plan B that we are aware of. At the very least, the Western Australian public expects this 
government to have a plan and to be made aware of that plan and what to do properly. 
One of the most disappointing things I have ever seen was on a news report on television last night. The Premier was 
shown hugging people at Ascot Racecourse. He was not even setting an example of social distancing. Once again — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon JIM CHOWN: When he was challenged by the press — 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! 
Several members interjected. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: I hope he did not. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: I would just ask the member on his feet to not invite interjection. At the same time, 
he has the call and hopefully I will not hear too many interjections from here on in. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: Thank you, Acting President. On the news last night, Mark McGowan was at Ascot having 
selfies taken, with crowds of people around him. He was talking to people shoulder to shoulder, with no social 
distancing. One would expect that the Premier of this state would set an example on something so critical going 
forward. What was his excuse? It was another “I can’t find a babysitter” or “dog ate my homework” excuse. He said, 
“I can’t stop people coming up to me.” Seriously? He has a squad of police around him and when he wants to use 
them he does, except on this occasion he did not. He probably has on other occasions. I expect the Premier of this 
state to set an example for the rest of this community on social distancing, regardless of the occasion. If it is good for 
the goose, it is good for the gander, member. We cannot have two rules, unless we are in Russia! 
Thank goodness for Nathan Hondros and WAtoday, because The West Australian is obviously a Labor newspaper—
everybody sees that. It is obvious. Some of the Premier’s comments to support his ideological and political perspective 
of the crisis are astounding. I am happy to read some of them out. I refer to a WAtoday article titled “Is Mark McGowan 
over-cooking the success of WA’s hard border?”, which refers to the Premier’s claims that WA has the strongest 
economy in the country by a long way. 
Hon Pierre Yang: It is true. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: Really? Hon Pierre Yang believes that, but obviously he is an acolyte. 
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The article states that WA’s domestic economy shrank by six per cent in June, more than that of Queensland, 
South Australia, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory. The August results show that WA’s 
employment rate was 7.9 per cent higher than any other state or territory. The Premier’s statement is false. He also 
said that WA is the only state that did not go into recession. However, the article states — 

… when reviewing each state’s status, economists measure state final demand, which shows how the domestic 
economy is faring, minus exports. 
Using that measure, WA, Tasmania and the ACT are the three Australian jurisdictions not in recession, 
based on the March and June quarter results published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

So that is another false statement. The Premier also said that we have the strongest jobs growth in Australia by a long 
way. According to the latest ABS data, the jurisdiction with the strongest month-on-month employment growth in 
Australia is Queensland, followed by South Australia; Western Australia is third. Why can this guy not say something 
that is factual? 
Hon Charles Smith: He’s a politician. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: A politician needs to be factual. That is not the answer. If politicians want to con the population, 
they tell it what they want it to hear, as opposed to the facts. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon JIM CHOWN: The Premier also said that we have the strongest retail sector. The WAtoday article states that 
although WA recorded the strongest retail growth of any other state in May, that was the only month in which it did 
so since the pandemic began. 
Hon Pierre Yang: That sounds about right. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: It is a false statement. 
I find this hard to comprehend, as somebody who is reasonably rational and fair minded about public statements, and 
more than happy to support even a Labor person if they are doing the right thing. At this stage, the Premier has lost 
me. I have come to the opinion that this Premier and this government are rolling along as a one-trick pony with the 
closure of the borders and that they have nothing else to give to the community. The time is fast approaching when 
members of the government will be held accountable by the people of this state. They may sit back and say, “We’ve got 
it in the bag. Mark’s on 91 per cent”; however, his popularity in the last poll was 86 per cent, and if a poll were taken 
today, I believe his popularity would be 75 per cent. Let us see where he is in February next year because people are 
starting to wake up to the fact that this government is all talk, no walk. 
I believe that the Liberal Party has started releasing policies, and the best policy release by a Liberal Party happened 
last Sunday—namely, the plan for cheaper power bills. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Members! 
Hon JIM CHOWN: I assure members of the government that there are plenty more such policies to come. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon JIM CHOWN: It is an outstanding policy that is long overdue. It will be embraced by the community at large, 
especially when they understand that this government intends to increase power prices by seven per cent, if it gets 
back in after the election, and that electricity costs for small businesses will go up by 16 per cent. They will have 
forgotten about the $500 handout. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It is $600. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: They will have forgotten about the $600 handout, which came back after the disgrace of 
Brian Burke’s Labor government placing a levy on all motor vehicle owners to repay that government’s massive 
debt. The initiative to put money back into the state’s coffers was started by Hon Michael Mischin and, of course, 
finalised a number of years later when this Labor government came to power. That $600 will pale into insignificance. 
I doubt whether it will help the government win the next election, especially given that energy is critical to not only 
domestic customers, but also industry at large. If the government is going to claw back unemployment in this state, 
it needs cheap power and cheap energy, but that is not happening. In fact, Western Australian power prices are 
amongst the highest in Australia. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: I don’t think that’s correct. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: There we go. Queensland is down 20 per cent. New South Wales is down eight per cent. Victoria 
is down five per cent. 
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Hon Alannah MacTiernan: What do you mean “down”? 
Hon JIM CHOWN: Down from the price they were last year. 
The price of electricity is going down in every state in this nation, except Western Australia, where it is going up, 
minister. Surely the minister knows the basics of that. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: That is a different proposition. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: I am talking about electricity. I am not talking about hydrogen power. I am talking about 
what people do when they flick the switch to illuminate a room. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! This is not a debate across the chamber. This is Hon Jim Chown’s 
budget reply contribution. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: And we are enjoying every minute of it! 
I am very happy that we will move to a smart border in a couple of weeks. We cannot live in a fool’s paradise 
forever and that is where we are at the moment. The coronavirus is one of the most serious challenges that mankind 
has faced in at least 100 years, and it is not going away. Only one virus has been eliminated by a vaccine; the rest are 
still in the world today. All the information that I have read about a possible vaccine indicates that clinical trials 
are being rushed. Yes, there could be a vaccine next year, but its efficacy and safety will be in question. It may be 
distributed to frontline operators such as nurses et cetera, but a safe vaccine for the general population will take 
a bit longer to develop. Nobody talks about the logistics of a vaccine. Any vaccine that looks as though it is usable 
may involve two needles—that is, two vaccinations a year—because the longevity of the vaccine may not provide 
immunisation for longer than six months. Let us think about that. There are 23 million Australians. If every one of 
them needs a vaccine, we would need more than 40 million vaccinations per year for an extended period. A vaccine 
is a living organism that needs to be refrigerated. The logistics of manufacturing, distributing and giving such a vaccine 
to the public are enormous. If we expand that out across the globe, we are talking about 14 billion needles being 
given each year. I do not know how the human race will accomplish that. I certainly believe that we will, but it will 
not happen over the next 12 months. That is why I am saying that this government needs to get its act together and 
ensure that we have enough personal protective equipment and contact tracers. It needs to ensure that old people’s 
homes have protocols in place for when there is an outbreak of the virus in this state. If people think it is not going to 
happen, I suggest they go down and talk to the fairies at the bottom of the garden, because it is. 
I do not have confidence that this government will accomplish what I am asking it to do. At this stage, we do not 
know what it will do. There is no plan B. There has been no statement from the Premier or the Minister for Health on 
the matter that is fast approaching. It is almost as if the government will not be proactive about this—that it will let it 
happen and then do something. No-one wins anything by doing that. I would be more than happy to hear a statement in 
this place next week from the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health that outlines everything I am asking the 
government to tell the public, but it will not happen. That is why we—responsible opposition members, crossbenchers 
and Greens members—supported the motion by Hon Peter Collier yesterday. More such motions may be required in 
the future if this government continues to be secretive about something so important to the health and wellbeing of every 
citizen of Western Australia. All I ask, seriously, is that the government starts to act as an open and responsible 
government that has nothing to hide. The more it hides, the more suspicious we become that it is hiding something, and 
it becomes more and more obvious that it probably is. Why? Does Labor really think it will win an election by being 
secretive? Does it think it will win an election if it keeps its intentions on how it will deal with the coronavirus secret? 
I will close with a saying by one of the greatest statesmen the world has ever seen, Abraham Lincoln. He was a true 
statesman. I do not think this Premier will ever gain that title. Regardless of that, Abraham Lincoln said that you can 
fool all the people some of the time and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time. 
Quite frankly, by March, the majority of people in this state will not be fooled by Mr McGowan or his government. 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [12.33 pm]: I also rise to say a few words in response to the 
tabled papers. Hon Jim Chown is always a hard act to follow. I will take a slightly different tack, but nonetheless 
I agree with everything he said. I will say a few words about this year’s budget as well as on a couple of other matters 
that are particularly relevant. Much has already been said about the budget, particularly by members on this side 
of the house. My comments will traverse a couple of different areas. 
First and foremost, this budget has been put forward by the government as a COVID-19 budget. I want to reflect 
perhaps more generally on the pandemic and the extraordinary times in which we live today. The challenges faced 
by individuals and the community as a whole as a result of the pandemic cannot be underestimated. Whilst it is fair to 
say that general day-to-day activities have resumed for most Western Australians, there are still many people who are 
impacted negatively by this situation. It is fantastic to see that most community groups are back up and running. As I am 
sure other members would echo, community organisations are incredibly important for those in our community who 
might otherwise find themselves isolated or alone. There are many such organisations in the East Metropolitan Region, 
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and a number of them had to close for a time. As I said, we also know that many individuals and businesses, particularly 
small businesses, continue to be negatively impacted by this pandemic, whether it be the local travel agent who was so 
reliant on all of us booking trips interstate or overseas, or someone who needs to visit an elderly, sick parent in another 
state and has been constantly refused a G2G PASS. Over the last couple of months, my office has regularly received 
requests from members of the community, as I am sure other members’ offices have. People have been very concerned 
about not being able to get an exemption to visit or support sick relatives, whether they wanted to leave Western Australia 
to visit those relatives in another state or to come to Western Australia to visit them here. Obviously, changes will come 
into place soon but they will not affect everybody. Compassion is incredibly important, particularly as we head towards 
Christmas. I am pleased that we are moving towards some changes. I have been a supporter of the closed border, but 
notwithstanding that, I think it is time for there to be some changes to ensure that particularly those who have elderly 
parents or sick family members can work through the exemption system for their benefit. 
What is also not lost on me is that this week marks the start of the ATAR written exams. Earlier this year, during the 
height of the pandemic, no-one knew what was in store for our students and particularly our year 12s. I think it is fair to 
say that schools had to adapt very quickly to using online formats and preparing significant amounts of written material 
in the event of a sustained lockdown. I know that, for many, this was certainly a very different way of teaching. Quite 
understandably, there was a great deal of stress, anxiety and concern right across the education sector. I certainly received 
many calls from teachers, school leaders, parents and others who expressed their concerns across a range of areas. 
I appreciate that the Minister for Education and Training is away on urgent parliamentary business, but I think she would 
agree that, in general, as we received inquiries, we worked in a bipartisan manner. That was appropriate and important 
to ensure that any issues that were raised were dealt with or fixed as quickly as possible, whether they related to issues 
surrounding cleaning, working from home, leave arrangements, the closure and reopening of boarding and residential 
colleges, the provision of take-home material, internet access and even the use of drinking fountains—the list goes on 
and on. Some issues were obviously general in scope, but a number were highly individualised. With all of that in mind, 
and given that we are now in term 4, I want to sincerely thank and acknowledge our school communities, particularly 
our school leaders and teachers who, despite their very legitimate concerns, adapted and continued to provide first-class 
education to our students. I also want to recognise the staff within our TAFE sector and other training providers 
who similarly had to work and deliver courses in a COVID-safe way. Just as I received inquiries from an education 
perspective, I equally received similar inquiries from a training perspective. 

We know that the government announced just prior to the release of the budget $492 million for major upgrades 
to a number of schools across the state. The opposition very much supports this investment, albeit I will say that 
investment in our schools, particularly school infrastructure, should be a continual project. However, many schools 
have missed out on support and they remain very much in need. Indeed, as the shadow Minister for Education and 
Training, I am very fortunate to attend many school openings, and it is a great celebration for these new schools 
and the students and families who are part of the new school community. The learning facilities at those schools 
are first class, but, unfortunately, that is not across the board. Many schools are very, very old, and a number are in 
the East Metropolitan Region. Often their structure is sound, but there is no comparison between the facilities at those 
schools and those at a modern school. Although we would all agree that what is taught within the walls of a school 
is most important, there is absolutely no doubt that having new, modern learning facilities helps and supports students 
to learn and grow, whether that student is in their very first year of schooling or their last. 

I am very pleased that funding has been provided to Lesmurdie Primary School and Kalamunda Senior High School. 
Both these schools are incredibly old. Lesmurdie Primary School, which I visit often, dates back to the 1920s. Prior 
to the last election, the former government, under our magnificent Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier, announced 
funding to urgently upgrade that school. That commitment was not fulfilled by this government after the 2017 election, 
and that was very disappointing to the community, so I am pleased that through this budget, it is now being supported 
and a new school will be built. 

Kalamunda Senior High School, which celebrated its sixtieth birthday a couple of weeks ago—I had the pleasure 
of attending the celebrations—has been in significant need of support for many years. It is one of the original senior 
high schools; I think it is the tenth oldest senior high school currently in operation. It was built in the 1960s. As 
I understand it, and it was certainly reflected in some of the speeches and otherwise at the celebrations the other day, 
outside of general upgrades and some refurbishments, the school has not had a major upgrade through major capital 
works since the early 1980s. As a local member, I was very pleased to see the investment of around $18 million in 
that school, but having recognised that investment, it is also true that other needs remain at this school. I will continue 
to support this school as well as other schools in their endeavours to receive funding support. 

While I remain on education, I also want to raise one area that has in recent years become a dominant discussion in 
meetings that I have with those in the education sector, whether that be as the shadow minister or a local member, 
and other members would probably have similar discussions with their school communities. The area of student 
health and wellbeing has become a critical focus of many schools. It has certainly been highlighted, and perhaps 
even more so in the context of COVID-19. We know from various reports that the pandemic has had, and continues 
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to have, an impact on children, particularly vulnerable children and those living in families that may have experienced 
job losses or other stresses, if I can put it that way. We know that positive student mental health and wellbeing is 
connected to good learning outcomes. Conversely, higher levels of anxiety and stress, mental health concerns, 
limited coping mechanisms and resilience and a number of other elements can have the opposite effect. This has 
been identified in a number of research papers, including from the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People—I will reflect on a more recent paper of his in a moment—and also in various school surveys and direct 
feedback from school communities. Opportunities to strengthen approaches to student wellbeing are consistently 
highlighted, as is recognition of the role that schools, principals and teachers can and do play in supporting the 
wellbeing of their students. 

It is fair to say that although whole-of-school approaches are already in place to support student health and wellbeing, 
these strategies can be varied. I do not think that a one-size-fits-all approach is achievable or even appropriate, 
because probably the best strategy fits a school’s individual context. It is important that evidence-based approaches 
that support positive student wellbeing are encouraged, and they should and must be complemented by the provision 
of school psychology services and pastoral care, and I want to particularly acknowledge the role that YouthCARE 
and the chaplains do right across our schools. Every time I go to a school, everyone talks about how much they 
love their chaplain and they would like them to be there every day. They really are embedded within those school 
communities and do wonderful things. There is also the need for coordinated service teams, as well as a range of 
other supports. These services are certainly found in all schools and they have government support, irrespective of 
which party is in power, and I think that is very important. There is also a very clear commitment and dedication 
by schoolteachers, their leaders and support staff to ensure that students’ needs are met as best they can be. 

It was, however, interesting to read comments from a school survey that was released just last month by the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. I have the privilege of sitting on the Joint Standing Committee on 
the Commissioner for Children and Young People, and we often get the opportunity to speak to the commissioner 
about a range of matters. He has recently released a report titled “School Survey Findings on Student Wellbeing”. 
I want to highlight the introduction because I think it sums up quite eloquently some of the issues that are being 
regularly raised and some of the challenges being faced. Essentially, the commissioner undertook a survey across all 
education sectors—government, Catholic and independent—and he received nearly 200 responses. He says — 

The responses clearly demonstrated that most schools are dedicated to the wellbeing needs of their students 
and show determination and agility in the way that they provide support. 

Respondents identified a range of wellbeing strategies in place in their schools, and a small number have 
a clear whole-of-school approach to supporting student wellbeing. 

However, the survey responses also highlighted a range of concerns about how schools address student 
wellbeing. 

The nature of the approaches to student wellbeing and the extent to which they addressed the full range 
of student needs greatly varies. 

I mentioned that before — 

In many cases, school staff identified that while the individual elements of a whole-of-school approach 
to student wellbeing were in place, including supports for students or social and emotional learning for 
students, other elements were not present such as a dedicated framework, strategies or proactive planning. 

Schools also reported that the majority of approaches to student wellbeing responded to student welfare 
concerns or acquiring specialised support for at-risk students, rather than a universal approach. 

One of the most significant challenges school staff identified was that they did not always feel well equipped 
to appropriately address student wellbeing needs across the continuum of support required. This was mainly 
due to lack of capacity within the school as well as challenges accessing and navigating the support from 
specialised external services. 

I commend the survey results to members to read when they have the opportunity. As I have said, some of those 
comments identify some valid observations and are reflective of the many conversations that I have had with those 
in a variety of school environments. In saying that, I recognise that student health and wellbeing is not something 
for only schools and the education sector to manage and fix. All too often, people assume that schools are able to fix 
everything. When they do not, they get blamed. In this case, as with many other areas of concern, it requires the 
involvement of families, parents and carers. It involves the whole community. 

Turning to some other matters, although the government is very pleased with itself and spruiking what it is always 
going to do, it still seems to have difficulty in grasping the notion of listening and consultation. Time and again, this 
government fails to listen to the community because, apparently, it knows best. We have seen that in the education 
portfolio and many others. I will reflect on one example in my electorate, but before I do that, I will mention a failure 
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to listen in the context of education. Members will know that I have raised concerns about the Minister for Education 
and Training’s failure to listen on numerous occasions, particularly in and around her ill-fated decision to make 
a number of funding cuts at the stroke of midnight prior to Christmas a couple of years ago. I will not go through 
all those again, but I will raise one because it continues to have an impact on some community-based organisations 
in the east metropolitan region—that is, community kindergartens. Members who care to listen to my questions 
would know that over time I have continued to raise matters on behalf of community kindergartens, not only in 
my electorate, but across the board. The decision by the minister to increase the enrolment threshold needed for 
community kindergartens to receive teacher support and a small grant from 10 students to 16 students needs to be 
reversed. It really does! Although they are small in number and there are not as many community kindergartens as 
there are general kindies on school sites, they provide an alternative option for many families. The reality is that some 
community kindergartens are in areas that do not have high population growth, so they cannot pluck out a whole 
lot of would-be kindy kids who are ready to go in every year. 

The increase from 10 students to 16 students has caused significant concerns. I am pleased that on every occasion 
since this policy has come into place, the Department of Education has seen fit to give an exemption to those kindies 
that have not met the new threshold. That is a very good thing. By my reckoning, even though this was a budget cut, 
the government has not gained anything from it because all the community kindergartens are still there, which is 
excellent. If the department is going to keep on giving exemptions, the policy should just be reversed. There is a larger 
issue. If community kindergartens do not have the required number of enrolments at a point in time, they have to go 
through the process of seeking an extension from the department to give it more time to get enrolments. After that, if 
they still do not have the required number of enrolments, they have to seek an exemption. That is quite a long process. 
In the meantime, those community kindergartens cannot give absolute certainty to parents about whether their 
community kindergarten will be operating the following year. That creates anxiety for those parents who want to send 
their children to a community kindergarten because they do not know whether they should look at alternative options. 
As I said, the community kindergartens have been able to get those exemptions and that is a very good thing. I thank 
the department for being prepared to give those. I want it to continue to do that, but a much better way of doing things 
would be to just reduce the threshold back to 10 students. If we are elected, we will do that. I would like to see the 
minister recognise that, in this case, the government got it wrong. This change was supposedly going to make a very 
small amount of money for the government. I would like the government to listen to the community kindergarten 
associations and recognise that parents value these kindies, particularly in less populated areas. Sometimes they 
struggle to get the required number of 16 enrolments, but the government should not put them through this. It does 
not need to. The government should put the threshold back to 10 students so everyone can move forward. I put it to 
the minister to please think about it and make a decision that everyone would applaud her for doing.  

The redevelopment of Bayswater train station is an example in my community that continues to cause concern. Members 
who have a connection to Bayswater would know that the upgrade to Bayswater train station has strong support. 
The discussion often centres around the continual crashes under the Bayswater subway at King William Street. 

Hon Alison Xamon: Go the bridge! 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: There is a website that keeps track. 

Hon Alison Xamon: I know. I regularly check it. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: To be honest, I have been travelling through that subway since I was a kid when my 
mum used to drive me to school. I pass through it pretty much every day. I do not know how many trucks get 
themselves stuck in that subway. There are signs, even flashing signs, saying: “3.8 metres – Low Clearance”. It is 
pretty clear that there is a problem, but it does not stop. It is one of those things that never ceases to amaze me. By 
the sound of it, Hon Alison Xamon is in full agreement with me on this matter. 

Hon Alison Xamon: I used to live just near it. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: There we go. She definitely would have been kept up to date with what was going 
on. She would not have needed the website to keep informed. 

Hon Darren West: It is so low that Hon Alison Xamon bangs her head when she walks underneath it! 

Hon Alison Xamon: That’s harsh! 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: That is not necessary! I will leave it to Hon Alison Xamon to talk to the member 
behind the Chair about that last comment. 

Hon Darren West: It’s very low! 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Indeed! I will get back on track. 

Residents generally and the very active Future Bayswater community group have been strongly supportive of the 
delivery of a new well-planned and well-designed station, which will add value to the town centre and the community 
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as a whole. The problem is that despite months of consultation over the design of the new station, the plan presented 
to the community earlier this year represented a very clear departure from the original images that were presented to 
the community with a lot of fanfare back in 2018. The changes included the addition of a viaduct; and the removal 
of high-quality finishes, escalators and proper shelter. In response, Future Bayswater and many residents and local 
businesses voiced their very strong concerns at a public meeting that I attended with the shadow Minister for 
Transport; the member for Maylands, Lisa Baker; Senator Dean Smith; and others. That was followed up by a petition 
with more than 1 000 signatures that I presented in this place. Since the tabling of that petition, the government 
has made some amendments to the station design. They include, very welcomely, the addition of escalators, design 
changes, and improvements to public space. Those changes are very welcome and I am pleased to see that they have 
occurred. However, there are elements of the design that have not changed. They include the viaduct, which was 
included without consultation; the local road layout; and parking facilities. In answers to questions in budget estimates 
hearings in the Legislative Assembly last week, the Minister for Transport advised that the design was finalised. If 
that is the case, that is disappointing. Valid concerns continue to be raised about this project. The station is a key 
component of the town centre. It is the heritage line. It is not as though it is along a freeway. It is smack bang in the 
centre of Bayswater. It is really important for the community that it have a good design. People support the upgrade 
and redevelopment of the station, as do I. The minister needs to listen to those concerns and work through them. 

Many other issues have not been appropriately dealt with by this government or have been put on hold or into the 
too-hard basket. I want to close my comments by talking about one project I raised in my contribution to the 
consideration of the budget papers last year—that is, the King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women and the 
government’s previous commitment to a new women’s hospital. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Robin Chapple): I hate to interrupt Hon Donna Faragher, but I shall leave 
the Chair until the ringing of the bells. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Before the lunchbreak I was about to have a brief discussion about the government’s 
commitment, if I can put it that way, to a new women’s hospital. As I said prior to the lunchbreak, at the time of 
that announcement by the government last year I was very supportive of that initiative; in fact, I indicated my very 
strong support for what the government sought to do in that regard in my speech in response to the budget last year. 
As I said at the time, and as most members know, I am actually a King Eddy’s mum. I know that hospital very 
well, having spent time there during my son’s birth before and after his safe arrival. I have said on many occasions, 
both in this house and outside, that the care and support provided to patients by the medical, nursing and support staff 
at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women is first class; in fact, it is world class. All the staff are highly skilled. 
They deal with a range of issues, but in the context of women and their babies, they deal with often very complex 
and very difficult pregnancies, as mine was, on a daily basis. We know that they work under extreme pressure, but 
they do so in a really calm and dedicated way. Certainly, I know from my own experience that that calmness is 
incredibly reassuring when you are a mum-to-be and you are worried at every waking moment about what is going 
to happen and what the future may hold. 
However, as I said last year, and I will say it again, there is no doubt that despite the world-class care and support 
provided at that hospital, the conditions in the hospital itself are not ideal. Parts of the hospital are very, very tired, 
and I have seen many parts of it. It was for that reason that I gave my strong support to the government’s announcement 
last year, but I did so on the proviso that I hoped it would not be a false promise and it now seems, in part, that it was.  
I refer to a press release from Hon Mark McGowan back on 26 March 2020, in which there was a change in the 
government’s position on the hospital. The press release is titled “Administrative changes to support COVID-19 
response”. It announces a suite of administrative measures to assist the state to respond to COVID-19, and that is fair 
enough; I have no problem with that. It makes reference to legislation and to the Treasurer’s advance, and states — 

Cabinet have also agreed on a number of initiatives that will be deferred indefinitely, in an effort to free up 
resources and allow the State Government to continue to focus all efforts on responding to COVID-19. 

It then lists some programs that will be put on hold indefinitely. When we turn over to the second page, we see the 
following two paragraphs — 

In addition, BHP have agreed to release the $230 million that was allocated towards the construction of 
a new women’s and maternity hospital, as part of a royalties settlement reached last year. This funding will 
now go towards the State’s COVID-19 response. 
The State Government remains committed to the new hospital in the longer term, and planning will progress 
in an appropriate manner — 

Whatever that means — 
once the COVID-19 pandemic crisis passes. 
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I have to say that, in common with everyone in this house, I understand the importance of responding to COVID-19. 
In respect of the earlier parts of the press release, I say: fair enough. But I have to question why the government saw 
fit to make a fairly large announcement about the new hospital in two paragraphs—if you had blinked, you would 
have missed them—on the second page of a press release, not by the Minister for Health, titled “Administrative changes 
to support COVID-19 response”. It was very, very cute of the government to think no-one would notice. Well, it 
has been noticed. I do not know about other members, but I have heard nothing more from the government about 
this hospital, apart from a couple of questions that have been asked in the other place. 
There was a lot of fanfare surrounding the new hospital last year and, as I said, I supported that, and I still support 
it. But the government has made that change in two paragraphs of a press release that makes absolutely no other 
mention of the hospital and has a heading that leads us to believe that it is all about administration. It is not about 
administration; it is about not going ahead with the hospital until the COVID-19 pandemic crisis passes, and it is 
going to be progressed in an “appropriate” manner. What is an appropriate manner? Is the government going to 
do it, or is it not? I am actually really cross about this one, because our community and our hospital system deserve 
a new hospital. I take nothing away from what is going on at that hospital now; it is absolutely world class. Let us 
give people the new world-class hospital that they deserve. 
I am very pleased that the Leader of the Opposition, Liza Harvey, and our shadow Minister for Health, Zak Kirkup, 
have announced that, if elected, the Liberal Party will allocate $500 million towards a new women’s hospital in 
the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre, which is what the government said it would do. As I said, a new, world-class 
tertiary hospital that continues to deliver world-class care for women and their babies is needed. It should not be 
left to the never-never or for the government to suggest that it be dealt with in an “appropriate” manner, once the 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis passes. Sadly, I have no confidence in this government keeping its word, whether on 
the new hospital or on anything else. It is a very stark reminder that this government cannot be trusted. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ken Baston.  
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